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The CEDAR Program (Coupling, Energetics, and Dynamics of Atmosphere Regions) recently celebrated its 25th anniversary of promoting and supporting ground-based upper-atmosphere research. Supported by the US National Science Foundation, CEDAR plays a leading role in organizing and supporting the US and international ITM (ionosphere, thermosphere, mesosphere) research communities.  A new CEDAR  Strategic Plan is in place which promotes a broadened perspective of Geospace viewed as a coupled, complex, and evolving system. Seen in this light, a focus of CEDAR research becomes the discovery of the hidden linkages necessary to understand the complex Geospace system, which is driven by internally and externally coupled components. Such a point of view engages the all aspects of the research community by providing broad unifying goals and leads to new insights into Geospace while exposing gaps in our current knowledge. This talk will introduce the concepts underlying the new CEDAR Strategic Plan.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Observations and instrumentation have always been a major part of the CEDAR program.  The need to address the global, coupled aspects of  Geospace system phenomena leads directly to the need a strong global coordinated observing capability.   The DASI program (Distributed Arrays of Scientific Instruments) is being embraced as a fundamental observational implementation of the new CEDAR plan.  DASI is already underway, with many regional arrays in place and operational. Ultimately, DASI will lead to a global network of next-generation instruments and data infrastructure with a wide variety of users and with broad community and international participation. An initial effort to coordinate activities, facilitate data exchange and utilization, and to expand the data-user community within the North American region is suggested as a Phase I (developmental) implementation of DASI. An extension of the Meridian Circle Project along 60 W longitude would complement and extend the instruments and goals of DASI and CEDAR science activities and would broaden the international partnerships in these programs.
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